Elderly care. Armchair theatre.
The government's plan to free beds in the acute sector by discharging elderly people from hospital into private nursing homes are ill-thought out and a poor response to a complex problem. Older people may come to fear admission to hospital, seeing it as a prelude to being put in a home. Greater investment in community services would be the best hope of appropriate care for many older people. The government should have the need for hospital-based services for older people in the next three years and aim for a corresponding increase in good community services.